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conceal it from her for good and all, and at least it may be a great while before she discovers it; and all that time she will be happy in not thinking herself so miserable as she is.
Mar. Sist. I allow you., it is not fit to mention it to her first; and yet 1 am afraid, if she finds it out, she will endeavour to conceal it from us.
Eld. Sist. I doubt so ; and by that means we are perfectly deprived of all opportunity of assisting her, or endeavouring to fortify her against the insinuations of any to turn her to popery.
Mar. Sist, But I think we should break it to my father.
Eld. Sist. I know not what to say to that; I am afraid his indifference in the thing should be a means to discover it to her, and bring some inconvenience or other with it.
Mar. Sist. I do not see any danger of that: but I think 'tis fit he should know it on many accounts.
Eld. Sist. I acknowledge I think he should know it, if it were possible to engage him not to disclose it; but, unless it can be done so, I would not have any hand in telling it him, upon any account whatever.
While they were in this dilemma, and doubtful what to do in it, as to telling their father, they were delivered from it by their father himselfj as will appear in the following discourse. As soon as they came home, their father began with them; for he was more impatient to open his mind to them, than they were on the other hand doubtful about consulting with him upon this unhappy case: both sides being therefore willing to talk of it, they could not want an opportunity; and the father, after supper, began it with his new-married daughter* thus: